Host immune defense against Aspergillus fumigatus: insight from experimental systemic (disseminated) infection.
Model of systemic Aspergillus fumigatus infection induced by intravenous application of conidia is suitable for studying important aspects of invasive aspergillosis including relationship between infection and mortality, dissemination of infection and immune mechanisms involved in host resistance to this fungus. Use of this model allows the investigation of both innate and adaptive immune response characteristics in resistant/susceptible host, and investigating the contribution of genetic background and cytokine gene deficiency improves the knowledge of the diversity of mechanisms of immune response to Aspergillus infection. Studying of various aspects of systemic aspergillosis contributes to development of antifungal drugs.